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The Bill of Rights (1789)

In the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution, protection of those “unalienable rights”
asserted so eloquently in the Declaration of Independence, was written into the fundamental law of the land.
The document known as the Bill of Rights, guaranteeing such precious liberties as freedom of speech, freedom
of religion, and freedom of the press, is the joint resolution of Congress of September 25, 1789, proposing 12
amendments, only 10 of which were ratified and in 1791 became a part of the Constitution. It is inscribed
on parchment and is signed by Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
John Adams, Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate. Faded though the writing be
and yellow the parchment, this original document symbolizes the extraordinary personal and civil liberties
that are a cherished part of our American heritage.
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